Election Updates 
2020 MAPE DELEGATE ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION
	Election Updates



· Whereas rank and file members struggle to gain meaningful access to candidates.
· Whereas restricting candidates from performing their duties within their role in MAPE or the state, for fear of gaining more name recognition, hinders our organization and reduces the effectiveness of state employees.
· Whereas campaign forums held at the same date and time diminish candidate engagement
· Whereas there is great confusion among the membership as to communications channels are appropriate for MAPE campaign activity due to inconsistent practices
· Whereas limiting members access to campaign and candidate information limits members’ ability to make informed decisions about candidates.
· Whereas many members have already voted by the time their local holds a campaign forum.
· Whereas trying to hold a local meeting and a candidate forum at the same time makes both ineffective.
· Whereas the window between the final candidate eligibility list being published and the voting window is too small for locals to schedule their own forum without scheduling conflicts with other locals.
· Whereas most locals do not form local nominations and elections committees.
· Whereas there is a perception among members that the statewide elections committee is not consistent in enforcing MAPE election rules.
· Whereas candidates are not given consistent notifications as to the election rules they will be subject to.
· Whereas MAPE has the resources to expand access to the elections process.

· Resolved, Locals must hold forums for statewide offices separate from local meetings.
· Resolved, upon request, locals shall be authorized to use MAPE central technology and or facilities to hold forums for statewide elections.
· Resolved, only local elections committees may schedule local candidate forums for statewide elections.
· Resolved, local candidate forums for statewide elections shall not be scheduled to occur at the same time.
· Resolved, candidates shall accept nominations using an electronic form that includes election rules and other relevant policies and bylaws. 
· Resolved, the window between the final candidate list and the voting window opening be expanded to 30 days.
· Resolved, members shall be allowed to opt-in to receive campaign materials on their personal e-mail address.
· Resolved, MAPE central shall mail campaign materials to members, if candidates pay the full cost including printing and postage.
· Resolved, candidates’ communicating with MAPE members while carrying out their duties either as a state employee or as a sitting MAPE officer shall not be considered campaigning.
· Resolved, the Statewide Elections Committee will submit a detailed enforcement report to the Board of Directors at the first board meeting after the conclusion of the election.
· Resolved, the enforcement report shall contain all complaints made to the statewide elections committee and the elections committees’ response to those complaints.
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	Contact Name
	Contact E-mail Address
	Contact Phone

	John Ferrara
	Jdferrara60@gmail.com
	(507) 251-6228

	Jay Smith
	Tao2k4@gmail.com
	(507) 208-3801




	ELECTION RULES
Article III
	Resulting Language

	6. Candidate Compliance. In addition to other requirements of the governing documents, all nominees for an elective position, in accepting the nomination (in writing or electronically) SHALL ACCEPT THE NOMINATION VIA ELECTRONIC FORM, CONTAINING ALL ELECTION RULES, GUIDELINES, AND POLICIES thereby affirm their intent to comply with the requirements of MAPE’s governing documents and procedures.

9. 9. Personal Statements. Candidates whose names will be on the ballot must prepare and submit a personal statement to be included with the ballots. Each candidate must submit their personal statement 14 days before voting opens AFTER THE NOMINATIONS CLOSE, otherwise the candidate is disqualified, and their name will not be on the ballot. For candidates who will appear on the ballot, each candidate’s personal statement shall be published on the MAPE website.

	6. Candidate Compliance. In addition to other requirements of the governing documents, all nominees for an elective position, shall accept the nomination via electronic form, containing all election rules, guidelines, and policies thereby affirm their intent to comply with the requirements of MAPE’s governing documents and procedures.


9. Personal Statements. Candidates whose names will be on the ballot must prepare and submit a personal statement to be included with the ballots. Each candidate must submit their personal statement 14 days after the nominations close, otherwise the candidate is disqualified, and their name will not be on the ballot. For candidates who will appear on the ballot, each candidate’s personal statement shall be published on the MAPE website.


	ELECTION RULES
Article IV
	Resulting Language

	2. MAPE Resources. Except as provided in these rules; the funds, staff, materials, equipment, and facilities of MAPE shall not be used with the purpose or clear effect of benefiting or harming any candidate’s campaign. Candidates shall not solicit campaign contributions at MAPE’s offices or during the official business portions of MAPE sponsored events. MAPE’s offices may be used for candidate forums.  MAPE shall provide technology to facilitate video conferencing at campaign forums for statewide races. UPON REQUEST, LOCALS SHALL BE ALLOWED TO USE MAPE OFFICES AND/OR TECHNOLOGY TO HOLD LOCAL CANDIDATE FORUMS FOR STATEWIDE RACES. IF CANDIDATES PAY THE ENTIRE COST (INCLUDING STAFF LABOR COSTS), THEY MAY HAVE MAPE MAIL PRINTED CAMPAIGN MATERIALS TO MEMBERS. PRINTED CAMPAIGN MATERIALS SHALL BE MAILED TO MEMBERS 7 DAYS PRIOR TO THE VOTING WINDOW OPENING. IF MULTIPLE CANDIDATES WANT TO MAIL CAMPAIGN MATERIALS TO MEMBERS, THE MATERIALS SHALL BE SENT IN THE SAME PARCEL.
3. Campaign Forums. The Elections Committee or local officers may arrange forums to allow candidates to express their views.  Any such forums shall be made available on an equal basis to all candidates. ANY SUCH FORUMS SHALL BE HELD SEPARATELY FROM LOCAL MEETINGS. LOCALS SHALL NOT SCHEDULE FORUMS FOR STATEWIDE ELECTIONS AT THE SAME TIME ANOTHER LOCAL IS HOLDING THEIR FORUM. THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE WILL PROVIDE AN ONLINE LOCATION FOR LOCALS TO RESERVE THEIR FORUM TIME.  LOCALS SHALL RESERVE FORUM TIMES IN THE SAME ORDER LOCALS NOTIFY THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE OF THE FORMATION OF THEIR LOCAL ELECTIONS COMMITTEE. The statewide elections committee shall hold a candidate forum for each contested statewide election, prior to the voting window opening. These statewide campaign forums sponsored by the statewide elections committee shall be held in a manner that allows members to interact with the candidates from remote locations. The MAPE portal shall be used to show the schedule of all campaign forums.
4. Distribution List Security. MAPE shall maintain control of election lists. No access to MAPE election lists for campaign purposes shall be permitted except for the following: A LIST OF MEMBERS’ PERSONAL EMAIL ADDRESSES COMPRISED OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE OPPTED IN TO RECEIVE CAMPAIGN MATERIALS FROM CANDIDATES. A list of statewide candidates and their personal contact information shall be provided to local elections committees for the purpose of facilitating local campaign forums. A list of local elections committees personal contact information shall be provided to statewide candidates to facilitate local campaign forums. The MAPE portal may be used to publish these lists.

	2. MAPE Resources. Except as provided in these rules; the funds, staff, materials, equipment, and facilities of MAPE shall not be used with the purpose or clear effect of benefiting or harming any candidate’s campaign. Candidates shall not solicit campaign contributions at MAPE’s offices or during the official business portions of MAPE sponsored events. MAPE’s offices may be used for candidate forums.  MAPE shall provide technology to facilitate video conferencing at campaign forums for statewide races. Upon request, locals shall be allowed to use MAPE offices and/or technology to hold local candidate forums for statewide races. If candidates pay the entire cost (including staff labor costs), they may have MAPE mail printed campaign materials to members. Printed campaign materials shall be mailed to members 7 days prior to the voting window opening. If multiple candidates want to mail campaign materials to members, the materials shall be sent in the same parcel.



3. Campaign Forums. The Elections Committee may arrange forums to allow candidates to express their views.  Any such forums shall be made available on an equal basis to all candidates. Any such forums shall be held separately from local meetings. Locals shall not schedule forums for statewide elections at the same time another local is holding their forum. The statewide elections committee will provide an online location for locals to reserve their forum time.  Locals shall reserve forum times in the same order locals notify the statewide elections committee of the formation of their local elections committee. The statewide elections committee shall hold a candidate forum for each contested statewide election, prior to the voting window opening. These statewide campaign forums sponsored by the statewide elections committee shall be held in a manner that allows members to interact with the candidates from remote locations. The MAPE portal shall be used to show the schedule of all campaign forums.



4. Distribution List Security. MAPE shall maintain control of election lists. No access to MAPE election lists for campaign purposes shall be permitted except for the following: a list of members’ personal email addresses comprised of members who have opted-in to receive campaign materials from candidates. A list of statewide candidates and their personal contact information shall be provided to local elections committees for the purpose of facilitating local campaign forums. A list of local elections committees personal contact information shall be provided to statewide candidates to facilitate local campaign forums. The MAPE portal may be used to publish these lists.


	ELECTION RULES
Article V
	Resulting Language

	9. CANDIDATES COMMUNICATING WITH MAPE MEMBERS WHILE CARRYING OUT THEIR DUTIES EITHER AS A STATE EMPLOYEE OR AS A MAPE OFFICER SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED CAMPAIGNING AND SHALL NOT BE PROHIBITED.
	9. Candidates communicating with MAPE members while carrying out their duties either as a state employee or as a MAPE officer shall not be considered campaigning and shall not be prohibited.

	ELECTION RULES
Article X
	Resulting Language

	4. ENFORCEMENT REPORT. THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE SHALL SUBMIT AN ENFORCEMENT REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT THE FIRST BOARD MEETING AFTER THE ELECTION.  THE ENFORCEMENT REPORT SHALL CONTAIN A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL COMPLAINTS SUBMITTED TO THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE AND ANY ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE IN RESPONSE TO THOSE COMPLAINTS
	4.	Enforcement report. The statewide elections committee shall submit an enforcement report to the board of directors at the first board meeting after the election.  The enforcement report shall contain a complete list of all complaints submitted to the statewide elections committee and any actions taken by the statewide elections committee in response to those complaints

	MAPE ELECTION TIMETABLE  
Appendix A
	Resulting Language

	Nominations Close – 33 45 days before the voting window opens
	Nominations Close – 45 days before the voting window opens

	Personal Statements Due – 14 days before the voting window opens AFTER NOMINATIONS CLOSE
	Personal Statements Due – 14 days after nominations close.


	CAMPAIGN MATERIALS SENT TO MEMBERS – 7 DAYS BEFORE VOTING WINDOW OPENS
	Campaign materials sent to members – 7 days before voting window opens

	ENFORCEMENT REPORT – FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AFTER JUNE 1.
	Enforcement report – first board of directors meeting after June 1.
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