
Notes from January MAPE Local 602 Meeting 
January 13, 2025  

Location: hybrid meeting online and in-person at Minnesota Housing  

Intros  

Recognizing Eric Mattson  

Thank you, Eric, for your help with pulling together documentation to help us with the recent issue 
related to step increase pay.  

Business item: Voting for Madi as co-secretary  

Madi was voted in as co-secretary. 

Membership update  

• 163 dues paying members, 59 non-dues paying members (join MAPE today!) 
o If you are not sure if you are a member or not, check your paystub. If you are a member, 

your dues will be deducted from your pay. 
• 73.42% membership 
• We are stronger together!! Strong membership numbers indicate workers are ready to fight for 

the fair contract we deserve.  

Leadership Academy and Union Power Project: building power and 
caucusing  

• Caucus is on February 3 – less than a month away! 
o The caucus is open for members to bring their own personal priorities as well as MAPE’s 

priorities. The caucus is the first step towards improving our contract: pushing a labor-
friendly agenda with our elected officials. 

• Huge thank you to the Union Power Project (UPP) for funding the food for our 602 lunch today!  
• UPP hosts trainings both in person and online  
• Leadership Academy is a part of UPP. The Leadership Academy is about how to leverage your 

personal stories to enact change. Build skills for public policy and advocacy.  
• Leadership Academy includes individuals from our Local who help with the trainings. Sanderia, 

Sean, Chi, Sondra, and Colleen are all part of the Leadership Academy.  

https://mape.org/join-mape
https://mape.org/news/winning-fair-contract-begins-caucuses
https://mape.org/committees/union-power-project-education-pillar


o They are also reaching out to members 1:1 to bring those priorities back to the UPP and 
ensure Local 602 is a part of negotiations.  

Region 6 updates and trainings  

• Together we have strength and that is the heart of our union. Our community is facing 
challenges, but people are coming together. We will get a fair contract by gathering together to 
build our membership numbers and connections with each other. MAPE members care for each 
other and we’re in this together!!  

• There are monthly online trainings for Region 6 – civic engagement training at the end of this 
month. Email Nathan Hierlmaier for more information at nhierlmaier@mape.org.  

• New date: There will be a Region 6 Community Building Event on Saturday, February 
21 at Boulevard Tavern, West St. Paul from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

o This family friendly event will include lunch, an activity to prepare basic infant-care 
supplies for families in need, and a brief discussion about why doing things together is 
better for all of us. 

• There is a national search underway for a new MAPE executive director.  
• MAPE President Megan Dayton has left state service. Because of this, Vice President Angie 

Halseth automatically becomes president and is currently President until the end of the term 
(2028). There will be a spring election for Vice President. 

o Nominations open on April 6 and close on May 6  
o Voting opens on June 5 and closes on June 15  
o Contested election candidate winners are seated on June 24 
o Number of delegates assigned is based on local membership. 602 will have two 

delegates. 
 Sondra will be a delegate. If you are interested in being the second delegate, 

reach out to Sondra at sondra.breneman@state.mn.us.  

Business Update   

• Minnesota Paid Leave is here and MAPE has been organizing around this for years! It is exciting 
to be part of the implementation phase as a state. MAPE will also continue to have our 
benefits we’ve fought for such as sick time, vacation, and paid parental leave.  

o There are tool kits and information about how our MAPE benefits will interact 
with different types of leave through Minnesota Paid Leave.  

o If you’re expecting a baby or child, start doing your research now to understand what 
leave is available to you.  

o MAPE is working on a Frequently Asked Questions document as a resource for 
members. 

mailto:nhierlmaier@mape.org
https://mape.org/resources/mape-documents/mape-internal-election-information
mailto:sondra.breneman@state.mn.us
https://mape.org/news/minnesota-paid-leave
https://mape.org/news/minnesota-paid-leave


o If you have questions about leave or a specific situation you are facing, reach out to 
Frank at fcavelacoste@mape.org.  

• There is a Board of Directors meeting this Friday. Members are invited to sign up to speak. 

602 Leadership Team 
• President: Sondra Breneman, Sondra.Breneman@state.mn.us  
• Vice President: Nick Boettcher, Nick.Boettcher@state.mn.us    
• Secretaries: Madi Wegener and Chloe Ahlf, Madilyne.Wegener@state.mn.us and 

Chloe.Ahlf@state.mn.us  
• Membership Secretary: Sanderia Davis, Sanderia.Davis@state.mn.us  
• Treasurer: Chi Che, Chi.Che@state.mn.us  
• 602 Stewards: Katey Kinley, katey.kinley@state.mn.us, Deran Cadotte, 

deran.cadotte@state.mn.us, Sondra Breneman, Sondra.Breneman@state.mn.us, and  Sanderia 
Davis, Sanderia.Davis@state.mn.us  

• Lead Stewards (601): Catherine Okoneski, catherine.okoneski@state.mn.us and Mary Heim 
mary.heim@state.mn.us  

• Regional Director: Nathan Hierlmaier, Nathan.Hierlmaier@mape.org  
• Regional Negotiator: Jason Bonnett, Jason.Bonnett@state.mn.us 
• MAPE Business Representative: Frank Cave-LaCoste, fcavelacoste@mape.org 
• Civic Engagement Officers: Joshua Kirk joshua.kirk@state.mn.us and Sanderia Davis 

Sanderia.Davis@state.mn.us 
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