Local 1202 Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 12, 2018. 12:00 – 12:45 PM
Acapulco in Stillwater
I. Call to Order happened at 12.10 pm.
II. Meeting Agenda was approved.
III. Meeting Minutes from April 11, 2018 were approved.
IV. President’s Report (Laura Vitzthum)
a. The nomination period has closed for MAPE delegate assembly on Saturday, September 15th at the Double Tree in Bloomington. Andy Bindman and Laura Vitzthum will be serving as delegates and Fatai Alowonle and James Hegstrom will be serving as delegate alternates.
b. Laura spoke about the $1,500 grant that is available from MAPE central to be used towards membership recruitment. Refreshments, lost time, swag (within policy), travel/mileage, communications/printing, training/mentoring, leadership identification and recommitments all qualify for this grant. Please contact Laura if you are interested in further membership recruitments.
V. MAPE President’s Report (Chet Jorgenson)
a. Chet discussed the intention and value behind the creation of the MAPE membership commitment forms and updated signup rules. He indicated that with the pending Janus case it is important to maintain and recruit new members to keep our union strong. He discussed value of union for good working conditions, as well as healthcare. Without our members we don’t have our resources. He spoke of importance of the membership commitment form and updated signup rules so the union can budget for planning purposes.
b. There is an updated membership application. Language changes have been made to our membership application to help prevent future legal challenges. The application now requires two signatures to make the application enforceable. Part A must be filled out, and both parts A and B must be signed so we can process the application. The first signature (Part A terms) is required to sign up as a member. The second signature (Part B terms) is required to authorize MAPE to deduct dues. The “optional” MAPE PAC deduction moves to Part C. We’ve also added IRS-required tax disclaimers to both parts B and C. Our online membership application has been updated to include these changes. The revised paper version will be available as soon as it can be printed. The revised online membership application is available now.
VI. Membership Report (James Hedstrom)
a. Volunteers are still needed for site membership liaisons. If you don’t have a site liaison on site, or if you are interested in volunteering please contact James.
b. A membership drive was held at Century College on May 10th and was very successful. The nature of membership drive allowing more connection with individuals was found to be a very effective event. At least ten new members signed up as a result of the event.
c. An upcoming membership drive for DOC is being held at Brekke Park in Stillwater on July 12th from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm.
VII. Business agent report (Dan Engelhart)
a. Janus vs AFSCME ruling is expected on June 27th but this is an anticipated date and could vary.
b. There is a conference call to discuss ruling on June 27th at 12:00 pm. Phone number is 1-866-806-7140. Meeting ID: 75506
c. A post Janus decision happy hour is scheduled at Mancini’s on June 27th at 4:30.
VIII. District 12 Representative (Terry Nelson)
a. No update from Terry
b. Chet Jorgenson discussed pension reform that was passed.
· Elimination of subsidies in the calculation of early retirement benefits.
· Changes in actuarial assumptions for investment rate of return from 8 to 7.5 percent.
· Elimination of deferred augmentation or interest paid to a retiree who postpones retirement benefits until a later age.
· Elimination of COLA until a retiree reaches normal retirement age.
· Reduce COLAs for retirees from 2 percent to 1 percent for five years and 1.5 percent thereafter.
· Contribution increases of .25 percent in FY2019 (July 1, 2018) and in FY2020 (July 1, 2019) for employees and .375 percent each of the two years for employers. Correctional plan employees will see a .5 percent increase while the employer will experience a 6 percent increase spread over the next four years.
· Resetting the amortization period to 2048.
IX. Meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm
Next Meeting: August 8th Pizza Ranch in Maplewood 12:00-12:45pm

